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This document includes three releases for Sultana Downrigging, including
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2. Short Maritime-Focused Press Release
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1. Full Downrigging Press Release

Sultana Announces Plans for Downrigging 2026

Chestertown, Maryland — The Sultana Education Foundation has announced the details for Sultana
Downrigging 2026, the largest annual public sailing event in the United States. Scheduled for October
30-November 1, 2026, in Chestertown, the three-day event combines the region’s largest annual
gathering of wooden ships with a waterfront bluegrass and Americana festival, educational lectures,
exhibits, family activities, and more.

In addition to the festival's namesake vessel, the 1768 schooner SULTANA, the 2026 fleet will include the
cutter BLOODHOUND and schooner HINDU from Provincetown, Massachusetts; Delaware’s official tall
ship KALMAR NYCKEL; the Living Classrooms Foundation schooner LADY MARYLAND and skipjack
SIGSBEE; the Nantucket-based schooner LYNX; MARYLAND DOVE from Historic St. Mary's City; and
the iconic PRIDE OF BALTIMORE Il.

Throughout the weekend, the fleet will offer four public sailing experiences on the Chester River, carrying
more than 1,100 passengers during the festival. Tickets for public sails range from $45-$65. Visitors can
also enjoy free daily Tall Ship deck tours, evening ship illuminations, and a fireworks display over
Chestertown’s Harbor on Friday night.

Downrigging’s waterfront Music Village will feature an expanded lineup of bluegrass and Americana
performances throughout the weekend. Friday evening performances include Barkley Cove, Geraldine,
Caleb Stine, and the High and Wides. Saturday’s schedule features double sets from The Folk Villains,
Deer Creek Sharp Shooters, The Litch Brothers, and Mason Via. Sunday’s free performances include the
Midshore Voices United gospel choir, the Black Eyed Susies, and the United States Navy bluegrass band
Country Current.

The Music Village will also host a 25th birthday celebration for the schooner SULTANA on Friday evening,
complete with cake and a champagne toast, as well as the return of the festival’'s popular Halloween
costume contest on Saturday night. Music Village tickets are required for these special events.
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In addition to Tall Ships and bluegrass, Downrigging 2026 will feature an extensive variety of exhibits,
speakers, programs, and children’s activities throughout historic Chestertown organized in partnership
with the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum, Echo Hill Outdoor School, the Traditional Small Craft
Association, the Antique and Classic Boat Society, the American Schooner Association, the Cocktail
Class Wooden Boat Racing Association, the Silver Heel Foundation, the Bookplate, Massoni Art, the
Chestertown Lions Club, Sumner Hall, the Garfield Center for the Arts, the Starr Center at Washington
College, Kidspot, Slack Tide Yoga, the Washington Ship Model Society, and more.

Additional details about Sultana Downrigging — including sailing and music tickets - can be found at
downrigging.org.
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2) Short Maritime Focused Press Release

Sultana Downrigging Announced

The Sultana Education Foundation has announced details for Downrigging 2026, scheduled for October
30—-November 1, 2026, in Chestertown, Maryland. Participating vessels include the cutter
BLOODHOUND and schooner HINDU from Provincetown, Massachusetts; Delaware’s tall ship KALMAR
NYCKEL; the Living Classrooms Foundation schooner LADY MARYLAND and skipjack SIGSBEE; the
Nantucket-based schooner LYNX; MARYLAND DOVE from Historic St. Mary's City; and the iconic PRIDE
OF BALTIMORE II. Over the course of the three-day event, this fleet will sail with over 1,100 people,
making Downrigging among the largest public sailing events in the United States. The Downrigging fleet
will be joined by a harbor full of privately owned wooden boats as well as vessels from the Chesapeake
Bay Maritime Museum, Echo Hill Outdoor School, the Traditional Small Craft Association, the Antique and
Classic Boat Society, the American Schooner Association, the Cocktail Class Wooden Boat Racing
Association, and the Silver Heel Foundation. Rounding out the weekend will be three days of waterfront
bluegrass, lectures, exhibits, children’s programs, and more. For full details, visit www.downrigging.org.
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3) Short Bluegrass Focused Press Release

Bluegrass Featured at Sultana Downrigging

The Sultana Education Foundation has announced details for Downrigging 2026, scheduled for October
30—-November 1, 2026, in Chestertown, Maryland. The festival will feature three-days of high-powered
bluegrass set against a waterfront backdrop of Tall Ships. Friday evening performances include Barkley
Cove, Geraldine, Caleb Stine, and the High and Wides. Saturday’s schedule features double sets from
The Folk Villains, Deer Creek Sharp Shooters, The Litch Brothers, and Mason Via. Sunday’s free
performances include the Midshore Voices United gospel choir, the Black Eyed Susies, and the United
States Navy bluegrass band Country Current. Rounding out the weekend will be three days of Tall Ship
sails and tours, lectures, exhibits, children’s programs, and more. For full details, visit
www.downrigging.org.
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